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Our Chairman Honoured by Fire Fighters Charity 

Our Chairman, Chris Wannell, has been honoured by being awarded the Fire  
Fighters Charity  Lifetime Achievement Award. This was presented at the Spirit of 
Fire ceremony held in London last month. The award  recognises the outstanding 
support Chris has given to the charity was presented to him by TV celebrity, Nick 
Owen and Chairman of the Charity’s Board of Trustees, Andrew Lynch. 
The only downside to the day was that it was hoped to have the wartime turntable 
ladder, “Martha”, that Chris owns present for the ceremony but unfortunately the 
75 year old machine broke down just before the event. Happily a replacement  
engine has been shipped over from New Zealand and Chris hopes to have 
“Martha” back on the run very soon continuing to raise money for the Charity. 
Heartiest congratulations, Chris, on this richly deserved award. 

Photo courtesy of Fire Fighters Charity 



WD 11 EHZ 

IS THIS YOUR CAR? 
BMW 5 Series (White)   Index WD 11 EHZ 

Whoever is the registered keeper of a BMW 5 Series car, white in  
colour,  

Index number WD 11 EHZ 
has drawn money from this Association’s bank account by direct debit 

to pay the car tax. The Secretary/Treasurer would like to hear from 
you as soon as possible if you are that person. 01380 726343 
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A vacancy has arisen on the Fire Pension Board set up to oversee the  
administration of the pensions paid under the five different fire pension 
schemes to pensioners receiving their pension after service in Wiltshire or  
Dorset.  
The successful applicant for this voluntary appointment must be drawing his/
her fire pension from the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire Authority. 
Full details may be obtained by contacting Jane Staffiere at Dorset & Wiltshire 
FRS Headquarters  jane.staffiere@dwfire.org.uk 
The vacancy has been created by Cyril Moseley standing down after being one 
of the first members of the board.  
 

Vacancy on Local Fire 
Pension Board 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS REMINDER 
Annual subscriptions of £10.00 fell due on 1st April. There is 

still a small number of members that have not yet paid. 
To avoid membership being terminated, if you are in arrears 

please pay without further delay 



WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

News of John & Teresa Payne 
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Since moving to South Wales nearly six years ago Teresa and I have embraced the 
Welsh way of life and are thoroughly enjoying it. We live in the Amman Valley 
which is nestled between the Betws Mountains and the Black Mountains, both of 
which are a five minutes drive away. 
Four years ago, I became a volunteer Ranger for the National Trust at Dinefwr. Its a 
great property with a herd of White Park cattle, a large deer herd and many sheep! 
My volunteering takes me out in all weathers to do routine maintenance around the 
estate. It can be anything from fixing fences to filling pot holes in the road. 
Two years ago I signed up for bowls. This is a great game. I play for Gwmaman  
Village team and thoroughly enjoy it. It has dispelled the notion that it is an ‘old 
man’s game’ as many of our members are a good deal younger than me. 
Much of our time is spent working on our garden. I’m secretly hoping that it is now 
as Teresa wants it to be! Each year has seen us shovelling mountains of earth, stone 
and moving flower beds. 
Over the last six years we have had a lot of visitors, many of whom are ex-fire  
brigade colleagues and now life long friends. We love sharing this beautiful part of 
the country, visiting the many wonderful open parks we have around this area and of 
course the beaches which are only a 30 minute drive away.       

John Payne 



BRITISH JUSTICE AT WORK 

4 

MAN CHARGED WITH ASSAULTING PETE WIXEY FOUND 
NOT GUILTY 

As reported in the September 2017 edition of THE BRANCH, 
our member, Pete Wixey, was injured in an altercation with  a 
Parcel Force van driver on 31st July 2017. Pete was badly  
injured , receiving fractures to his wrist, knee cap and also  
facial cuts. He was in hospital for several days and it will still be 
months before doctors think he will be fully recovered. 
Pete reported that he had been assaulted and the police  
investigation found enough evidence to support the case  
being brought to court. The hearing took place at Swindon 
Crown Court last month.  

Pete has been disabled for several years as a result of a hip replacement 
operation that went wrong. It took much determination on his part to  
progress from life in a wheelchair to walking on crutches. Pete was using 
his crutches when taking his dog for a walk on the day he received his 
injuries. He was in a narrow lane that has a 10mph speed limit. The  
Parcel Force van dove down the lane at such high speed that Pete was 
fearful for his own safety and that of his dog. He spoke to the van driver 
about his standard of driving and Pete was then badly injured.  

Pete was the chief witness for the prosecution at the trial. He decided to attend court 
wearing his Fire Brigade Long Service & Good Conduct Medal.(see photo) 
On seeing the medal, the barrister representing the accused asked the judge to order 
Pete to remove the medal from sight in case it influenced the jury.  
The same barrister put forward a defence that convinced the jury that the driver was 
innocent of assault and that Pete’s injuries were sustained from a fall.  
The disappointment at the verdict extended beyond Pete and his family. The female 
police officer who had dealt with the case broke down in tears when speaking to 
Pete after the court case. 
In addition to the support being given by this Association, Pete is being supported by 
the charity Victim Support. He has also been invited to take advantage of a  
programme called Restorative Together (Wiltshire). This is an attempt at restorative 
justice and the published aims are “to bring those harmed by crime or conflict and 
those responsible for the harm into communication., enabling everyone affected 
by a particular incident to play a part in repairing the harm and finding a positive 
way forward.” 



ABOUT 
HEALTH 
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BRUCE BRINGLOE 
Bruce was taken to Salisbury District Hospital by ambulance 
on 1st August suffering from difficulty in breathing.  He was 
admitted to Tisbury Ward. Initial tests showed that he had a 
problem with his heart for which a surgical procedure was 
necessary to correct it.  Bruce has been discharged to home 
and will need medication to control heart arrhythmia. 
We wish you all the best, Bruce. 

JACK DREWETT BEM 
 

Jack Drewett and is wife, June, are recovering from having 
been involved in a car crash. June was the most seriously 
injured and was in intensive care for a while. Both are now 
making a recovery at home. 
Jack is suffering from Parkinson’s Disease. In his own 
words he is finding life a struggle at the moment. We send 
Jack and June our very best wishes. 

REVD. CHARLES SUTHERLAND 
Revd. Sutherland was Chaplain to Wiltshire Fire Brigade for 
eight years. He has recently spent time in Salisbury District 
Hospital having been taken there by ambulance after  
collapsing in Devizes town centre. He is in recovery and 
hopes to have therapy provided by the Fire Fighters Charity at 
Harcombe House, Devon, during August. Get well soon, 
Charlie.  

To all the members of the WRFA who are unwell, whether mentioned in this 
newsletter or not, we send our sincere best wishes. 

Don’t hesitate to get in touch if we can help 



ABOUT HEALTH (continued) 

JANE COX 
Jane has recently had surgery at The Circle Hospital in 
Reading. She had a knee replacement operation. 
Jane reports that she was well pleased with the treatment 
and care she received and she is making good progress on 
the road to recovery, evidence of which is that she took 
part in the WRFA Skittles Tournament on 18th August. 
Keep up the good work, Jane. 
 

ALUN GRIFFITHS 
Alun recently had surgery at The Spire Hospital, Slough. 

He has had a repair done to a hiatus hernia. 
Alun is well on the road to recovery and all the signs are 

that his surgery has been a complete success. 
We hope that this continues to be the situation, Alun. 

Every good wish. 
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Within the last three months, two members and one wife of 
a member contracted sepsis. One of them, Graham Birt, died 
from it. It is important to understand the signs and  
symptoms of sepsis and seek medical aid urgently if you 
think you might be suffering from sepsis. 

The NHS has published the following information on the signs and symptoms of 
sepsis in adults. 

 High temperature (fever) or low body temperature 
 Chills and shivering 

 Fast heartbeat 
 Fast breathing 

SEPTIC SHOCK MAY DEVELOP, causing 
 Feeling dizzy or faint 
 Confused mental state 

 Diarrhoea 
 Nausea and vomiting 

 Slurred speech 
 Severe muscle pain 

 Severe breathlessness 
 Mottled skin 

 Decrease in urine production (no urinating for a day) 



THEY HAVE ANSWERED THE LAST CALL 

In the last few weeks, the Association has suffered the loss of four members and 
the wife of one member.  
It is with profound regret and sorrow that the deaths of the following are  
reported in follow up to this information already having been published on our 
website www.wrfa.org.uk. Full obituaries may  soon be viewed on a newly  
created page headed ‘OBITUARIES’ on the website. 

Joseph (“Joe”) Baber 
 

Died 29th May 2018 

 

Terence Albert Thomas 
 

Died 22nd May 2018 

 
Brian Hill 

 
Died 7th June 2018 

   
 

Grace Irene Nash 
 

Died 4th July 2018 
 
 

     
Graham George Birt B.E.M. 

 
Died 8th July 2018                                       
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STEWART EDGAR OBE 
June 2018 awarded OBE 

July 2018 resigned 
August 2018  Police investigating  

Whilst still receiving messages of congratulations after 
having been awarded the OBE in the Queen’s Birthday 
Honours Stewart Edgar resigned as Chief Fire Officer 
of Gloucestershire in July. Publicity has been given to 
allegations that Mr Edgar acted improperly over the sale 
of a fire service Range Rover. It has also been  
announced that the police are investigating the  
allegations.  
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Stewart Edgar OBE 

ARSON ATTACKS INCREASE IN WILT-
SHIRE & DORSET 

Fire statistics for last year show a worrying 9%  
increase in fires started deliberately across Wiltshire & 
Dorset. In the financial year 2017/18 there were 48 
house fires started deliberately in Dorset & Wiltshire 
FRS area. In total 839 house fires were attended. Over 
the past five 

the last five years in Dorset & Wiltshire there have been five deaths linked to arson.  

SPRINKLERS FOR PROTECTING HOMES 
Recently, the campaign to encourage the protection of  
domestic property with sprinklers has made progress.  
Cornwall County Council has taken the decision to fit 
sprinkler protection in all new homes the council builds or 

commissions. Although the council only builds a minority of new homes in  
Cornwall a spokesman said that it is hoped that by setting an example others  
involved in building homes will follow their lead.  
In Scotland it has been announced that the Government will take forward a  
Members’ Bill to make it a legal requirement that all new build social housing  
properties be fitted with sprinklers. In Wales this has been a legal requirement 
since January 2016. In England, the Government continues to set its face against 
sprinklers. 



More FIRE NEWS 

 

                                                                  SETTING THE PACE ON HIGH RISE      
FIRE PROTECTION 

                                  
Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service under the leadership of Chief Fire Officer  
Rebecca Bryant, has commenced a very determined and professional approach 
aimed at getting all residential property of five floors and above protected by sprin-
klers even if this means retro-fitting. A qualified Fire Engineer has been recruited to 

manage this project and two more Fire Engineers will be recruited.  
52 buildings in the county have been identified as fitting the  
criteria for retro-fitting sprinklers and two have already had the 
protection installed. The commencement of retro-fitting to four 15 
storey blocks has commenced and twenty eight other blocks are 
scheduled for retro-fitting before March 2019. The Government 
continues to set its face against sprinklers.  

QFSM AWARDED TO DORSET &  
WILTSHIRE FRS 

GROUP MANAGER 
It was a delight to see that the Queens Fire Service  
Medal for exemplary fire service has been awarded to 
Group Manager Karen Adams in the Queen’s  
Birthday Honours List. We send our heartiest  
congratulations to Karen.  
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ANGER AT ARMY SETTING THE PLAIN ALIGHT (AGAIN) 

At the beginning of July, the Larkhill Army base 
conducted a series of live fire exercises on 
Salisbury Plain despite the drought conditions. 
Very predictably, the impact of shells on tinder 
dry vegetation started fires the smoke from 
which caused a nuisance for days over a very 
wide area of West Wiltshire and even into Bath 
and Somerset. The police were forced to close 
the  A361 road for a time. 

Because the area alight was said to have unexploded shells scattered throughout it 
access for fire fighting was forbidden. The Amy failed to produce any helicopters to 
drop water from the air.  A Lieutenant Colonel claimed that the fires had to be left to 
burn out.  After a delay, live firing was stopped.  



SOCIAL 
EVENTS 

WRFA SKITTLES TOURNAMENT 
The WRFA held its first Skittles Tournament on Saturday 18th August 2018 at 
the Rose & Crown pub in Lea, near Malmesbury. It proved to be such a very 
enjoyable occasion that it is planned to make it an annual event. The  
tournament started with lunch and the food “went down a treat”. The skittles 
followed and Sue Pratt proved herself a worthy champion. 

Vice Chairman, John Cox, presents the WRFA Skittles  
Champion  Trophy to Sue Pratt. 
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Forthcoming Social Events 

Lunch  
THE WIG & QUILL 
New Street, Salisbury 

Friday 12th October 2018 
Amazing value 

Three Courses for £12.00 
Two Courses for £10.00 Booking form from the 

website or with this 
newsletter 

You will not want to 
miss this one! 

 
WRFA REMEMBRANCE : “Lest We Forget”    

 
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 10th 2018 

The Assembly Room, Devizes Town Hall 
6.30pm Two Course Dinner 

8.00pm Concert by Devizes Town Band 
Under the baton of Sharon Lindo 

8.45pm Act of Remembrance 
to include Last Post, two minutes silence, Reveille 

An occasion to commemorate the ending of World War One 
a century ago 

Watch website www.wrfa.org.uk for booking details 
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A very happy 75th anniversary to the  
FIRE FIGHTERS CHARITY 

August 2018. 

To access help from the Charity 
First contact the 

HELPLINE 
0800 389 8820 

The Charity exists to help you. 

ARE YOU GETTING ‘SHOUT’ ? 
 
All members of the WRFA are entitled to 
have a copy of SHOUT magazine every 
quarter. It is published by the Fire Fighters 
Charity for retired members of the service. 
If you are not getting the magazine, please 
contact JOHN CRAIG 
                      01380 726343 
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WHO REMEMBERS THE PROTO SET? 
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I am quite certain that, like me, many readers 
will have been introduced to working in  
breathing apparatus by being trained to use the 
Siebe Gorman PROTO MkIV set and later the 
MkV apparatus.  The set was designed and  
introduced at the beginning of the 20th century. 
Used by both the fire brigades and the Mines 
Rescue Service ‘Proto’ sets were in common 
use throughout the UK until the 1960s. Do you 
have any stories to share about the ‘PROTO’ 
set ?  

JOHN CRAIG 

The two pictures at the head of this page are reproduced here by permission of the Mary Evans Picture Library (LFB) 

LFB Emergency Tender (circa 1950) 

Full face mask as alternative to 
mouthpiece and goggles 



BOOK SHELF 
Read any good books 

lately? 

SHERLOCK 
The Fire Brigade Dog 

Author: Paul Osborne 
Reviewed by John Craig 

This is a charming book that I thoroughly enjoyed. Yes, I  
admit that this is partly due to the subject matter because I 
love dogs (and all animals) and I am fascinated by the subject 
of fire fighting and fire investigation. Even so, I feel that this 
is a publication that will appeal to people who do not  
necessarily share my above mentioned enthusiasms. 
The book is written by a London Fire Brigade manager  

called Paul Osborne who is the handler for a remarkable Cocker Spaniel sniffer dog 
called ‘Sherlock’. Together, Paul and Sherlock form part of the LFB’s fire  
investigation unit. The dog has been trained to detect by smell hydro carbons such as 
petrol or paraffin that might have been used as accelerants by someone starting a 
fire. The book tells that Sherlock is very good at his job and enjoys nothing more 
than being taken to the scene of a fire and , after his specially crafted fire boots have 
been put on him, he gets to work sniffing the debris. 
Even if Sherlock does not detect the presence of accelerants in the debris, this is in 
itself useful information to the human fire investigator. 
The author describes a number of cases where Sherlock’s skill has detected the  
residue of hydro carbons at a fire scene and this has proved crucial in determining 
the cause as being arson. 
As you work your way through the pages of the book you are made to appreciate 
that as well as being a much valued and highly respected member of the LFB,  
Sherlock is a dearly loved member of Paul’s family. His wife and children adore 
Sherlock and acknowledge the special bond that exists between Paul and Sherlock. 
Before Paul and Sherlock met, Paul was one of the LFB members that attended the 
7/7 terrorist attack in central London. Paul was filled with a feeling of helplessness 
on that dreadful day and those feelings continued to trouble him as PTSD until he 
began to work with Sherlock. The positive contribution that Sherlock makes to 
Paul’s life in many ways is having a healing effect. 

DISCLAIMER 
This is a publication by the Wiltshire Retired Firefighters Association. The views and  
opinions published in it are not necessarily shared by the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue 
Service or the Fire Authority.                                             www.wrfa.org.uk 
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