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The Members of the WRFA Executive Committee wish 
all members of the association, their families and all  
serving members of Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue 
Service and their families a very happy Christmas and a 
New Year of good fortune, good health and as much  
prosperity as the Chancellor of the Exchequer will allow 
us.  

Happy Christmas! 

Some people think that once you reach the three score and ten birthday it is time to 
take extra care of yourself and avoid stress and hazard as much as possible.  
Dave Hammond is obviously one of our WRFA members who do not share in 
such thoughts and, particularly when it is being done to raise money for a good 
cause, they are prepared to take on an exciting challenge. Here is Dave at age 73 in 
freefall mode. For the full story turn to page 4. 



OUR AUTUMN LUNCH 

Sunday 
24th October 

2021 
Kerry Suite 

Bowood Hotel 
Calne 

 
Left : Chairman Louise 

makes her point to Heather 
Hill 

 

Another table of WRFA “All Stars”. Vince and Sue Kimber, Peter and Frances Mills, Brian and June Watts,  
Gerry and Maureen Barnett. 

Ray & Irene Richens chat with Rebecca (in black) , 
the table service manager 

This event was such a success that 
the same venue has been booked for 
the WRFA Christmas Festive Lunch 
on Monday 20th December 2021. The 
standard of cuisine, attentive and 
friendly service and very comfortable  
surroundings make it one of the most 
pleasant hotel venues that WRFA has 
ever used.  
Bookings are flowing in for our 
Christmas Lunch already. It  
promises to be another very  
enjoyable occasion.         
 
(photos by John Craig) 
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At our AGM Louise Fielding was duly elected as 
our new chairman, heading up the Executive  
Committee of the WRFA. I know that I am not 
alone in being delighted that Louise has taken on 
this responsibility and I have every confidence that 
she will lead us wisely and with commitment to our 
values.  Some of us have known Louise for many 
years but for those members who have not had this 
pleasure and privilege, she has allowed me to share 
with you some facts about her.  
 
Louise started her working life in banking, first 
with Midland Bank and then with HSBC.  Working 
in banking took place between 1979 and 1994. 
Louise then took the wise decision to join Wiltshire Fire Brigade in September 1994 
as a Hydrant Administrator, which was a part-time post.  
 
Once we had seen Louise at work it was inevitable that she be offered a permanent 
contract and this brought her into what was then called the Personnel Department. 
Within that section of the Brigade she learnt its functions well before being  
transferred to the Brigade Training Centre in Devizes for a short time. With Louise’s 
leadership and management qualities having become clear she was appointed to the 
post of Human Resources Manager (HR) when the department restructured and 
changed its name from Personnel to Human Resources. Then, in 2016 the Wiltshire 
Fire & Rescue Service amalgamated with Dorset FRS and Louise saw this as a time 
to retire early by accepting voluntary redundancy which came on 31st March 2016.  
 
Very quickly, Louise joined WRFA having attended many WRFA functions with 
husband Les who was already a WRFA member. With Les Louise enjoys spending 
leisure time with the WRFA Walking group and attending the other social functions. 
They have a young Working Cocker Spaniel called ‘Pepsi’ who enriches their lives 
in many ways. Pepsi is now on the books of a dog agility class and this helps Louise 
get plenty of exercise trying to keep up with Pepsi who has boundless energy  
running around the field and tackling the various obstacles. 
 
When a little younger Louise enjoyed playing several ball game sports and now her 
interest in sport is sustained by watching rather than being a participant. Cycling 
used to be a favourite activity for Les and Louise and now they are trying to figure 
out a way for Pepsi to join them on bike rides.  
 
Louise and Les have four children between them, all grown up and well scattered 
living in other parts of UK and in Australia.  Louise wants to see the WRFA grow by 
attracting new members. She recognises the great work done by the area reps, past 
and present.         JOHN CRAIG  

Louise Fielding 
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Regular readers will know from the October edition that DAVE HAMMOND has a 
daughter-in-law suffering from SARCOMA and he has set himself a couple of  
challenges to raise money for the charity called SARCOMA UK.  

  

For well over 40 years Dave has proudly 
cultivated a neatly trimmed moustache and 
in return for sponsorship he offered to shave 
it off. This was challenge number one and 
the shave took place on Dave’s 73rd  
birthday, 28th October 2021.  
 
On 1st November a clean shaven Dave  
reported to Sarum Airfield near Salisbury to 
complete the second challenge. This was a 
tandem sky dive from 10,000ft over the city. 
He was to be strapped to Henke, one of the 
most experienced people in the country at 
tandem jumps, having completed a total of 

23,000 jumps, 12,000 of which were tandems.  
 
On arrival at the airfield on the appointed day Dave was given a briefing followed by 
kitting out and a training session. This involved the fitting of the harness by which 
Dave and Henke would be attached, briefing on how to exit the aircraft, the free fall 
position, and the position to adopt on landing.  About an hour later Dave and others 
who had bought a tandem jump with other instructors were called to board their  
aircraft. The aircraft was soon in the air and climbing to jumping altitude which took 
about ten minutes.  
  

Once the required height had been reached the jumps were temporarily postponed 
because the wind speed had increased to an unsafe strength. The aircraft returned to 
Sarum and fortunately the wind died down enough after about an hour and the  
take-off was repeated. The jump took place 
and Dave and his instructor for about 30 
seconds were hurtling earthwards at 
125mph until the parachute opened. The 
canopy deployed at about 6,000ft and the 
noise level fell to almost nothing while 
Henke performed a controlled spin to allow 
Dave a good view of the city and its  
surrounds.  
 
Dave is still inviting sponsorship and 
thanks those who have already given to  
https://sarcoma.org.uk .   Well done, Dave! 

Before and after 
the sponsored 
shave of the  
moustache 



PETER MILLS 
Peter had a close brush with death recently when he  
collapsed at his home in Ramsbury and was rushed to 
GWH, Swindon. He was diagnosed as being very ill with 
SEPSIS and at one point he had to be resuscitated. He 
spent several days in hospital and was in fact moved  
between five wards before he was well enough to be sent 
home. Needless to print we are so delighted that we still 
have Peter with us. See page 6 for a reminder about sepsis.  
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PAM EDGE 
Pam was taken ill in July with severe headaches. Initially, she 
thought that she was having a migraine. Medical  
investigations proved that she was in fact having a form of 
stroke affecting the brain at the rear of her skull. After  
treatment for a couple of weeks in hospital Pam was able to 
return home and carry on life as normal. Pam, we are  
delighted that your recovery has been so swift and complete. 

PETE WIXEY 
Pete has suffered another health setback. He recently had a 
fall and hurt his lower back. His GP sent him to Cirencester 
Hospital who told him he should have been sent to GWH, 
Swindon. Pete asked for an ambulance to take him there and 
was told it would be an 8 hour wait. He was eventually  
taken to GWH by his son and cracked vertebrae were  
diagnosed. We wish you a speedy recovery, Pete. 

GLENN FOREMAN 
Glenn had surgical correction of an umbilical hernia done on 
18th November at SDH, Odstock. The procedure was  
performed under local anaesthetic because of Glenn’s heart 
condition. He has an appointment to go into hospital on 17th 
December to have an operation on his eye that involves a cut 
being made with a laser to relieve pressure. Unless the  
condition can be corrected surgically Glenn may lose the 
sight of the eye. We wish you well, Glenn.  



This magazine has regularly published information  and guidance about SEPSIS. We 
have now had our third case of sepsis among WRFA members and no apology is 
therefore given for  repeating publishing more about this life threatening condition.  

Sepsis claims the lives of 50,000 people in the UK every year. 5 people every 
hour die from sepsis in the UK.  

Speed of diagnosis and treatment is of vital importance. 
Sepsis can strike people of any age. 

Sepsis develops when an infection sends the body’s immune system into overdrive 
leading to a collapse of vital organs.  
 

HOW TO RECOGNISE SEPSIS 
These are the ‘red flags’ that signal a person might be suffering from sepsis. 

Very high or low temperature 
Not passing urine for more than 24 hours 

Uncontrolled shivering 
Blotchy skin or a rash 

Confusion 
 

If you or your patient displays any of these symptoms  
 DO NOT DELAY IN CALLING 999 for an ambulance.  
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St John Ambulance and the NHS are beginning to   advocate 
the placing of BLEEDING CONTROL PACKS where the  
public has easy access to them. The campaign to provide  
defibrillators is progressing very well and it is hoped that the 
provision of bleeding control packs in a similar fashion will 
save many lives over the years to come.  
 
It is sadly a fact that knife crime is on the increase and unless a 
stabbing victim is given first aid to stop the bleeding very 
quickly death is likely before the professional emergency  
services are on scene. The same applies to road traffic collisions, and terrorist  
attacks.  
 
The packs contain dressings, tourniquets and other simple to use equipment of the 
type carried by battlefield medics. The typical price of a kit is about £120.00 
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IT’S PRESIDENT HEATHER! 
  

We are rejoicing at the news that HEATHER HILL has 
been installed as the 41st President of the Association of 
Accounting Technicians (AAT). Heather has been a 
member of the Association for 31 years and has 
achieved fellowship status.  She served on the Board of 
Trustees (Council) for four years before being elected as 
Vice President last year. Then, this year has come the 
elevation to take the President’s chair.  
 
As President of the AAT , Heather will have a busy year 
ahead travelling all over the UK, chairing meetings,  
attending functions, and doing all she can to support 
and encourage local branches. Before the Covid  
Pandemic the duties of the AAT President included 

making international visits. It is sad but understandable that such travel now seems 
unlikely. However, the misfortune of overseas branches will perhaps be 
the good fortune of UK branches,  
  

We congratulation Heather very warmly on this achievement and wish 
her success and a great deal of pleasure during her holding of the office 
of AAT President.  

Heather Hill  

SIMON & LESLEY ROUTH-JONES 
Simon and Lesley have just been admitted to the Most 
Worshipful Company of Firefighters. They have each been 
admitted independently, not jointly. The company is one of 
the 119 livery companies of the City of London. Most of 
them were founded centuries ago but the one admitting our 
WRFA member and Lesley can only trace its history back 
to the late 20th century. Its declared purpose is to support 
and further the advancement of the science of firefighting 
and fire prevention.  
 
Simon was the last CFO of Wiltshire Fire & Rescue before 

being appointed as H.M. Chief Inspector of Fire Services (Scotland), a post he held 
for 4 years before retiring recently.  
 
Lesley has long been involved with activities and people in the world of fire  
protection. She is currently a representative of a business involved in manufacturing 
and selling personal protective clothing. We offer our warmest congratulations to 
both Simon and Lesley. 

Simon & Lesley 
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The Budget recently presented to Par liament by Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Rishi Sunak contained the disappointing news for pensioners that the state pension 
increase that will take effect from April next year will be only 
3.1%.  
  

This is below the inflation rate and is well below the figure 
that would have applied if the Government had kept its  
Election Manifesto promise to preserve the Triple Lock  
system of calculating pension rises.  
 
The justification for doing this is that the figure for average 
wage increase was allegedly distorted by the ending of the 
lockdown and the pension rise would have been slightly 
above 8% if the Triple Lock had been applied. Some  
economists now challenge the chancellor’s figure and believe 
the average wage increase was more like 5%. The chancellor 
has also indicated that the suspension of the Triple Lock is a 
temporary measure to deal with a one-off problem.  
  

In the normal manner the Bill went to the House of Lords for scrutiny and approval 
or comment. Led by Baroness Dr Ros Altman, the Lords criticised the Government 
for not using the Triple Lock and urged that the matter be reconsidered. The method 
of doing so is for the House of Lords to table an amendment to the Bill and return it 
to the House of Commons. Our constitution does not permit the House of Lords to 
stop a finance bill, only to delay it. There is therefore little chance of the  

Government taking much notice of the amendment and the 
Bill will undoubtedly become law very shortly.  
 
The basis of the amendment was to do with the difficulties 
that the millions on low incomes will surely face when prices 
are rising on energy, food and other essentials at a rate far 
greater than the 3.1% increase that will be applied to state 
pensions.  
 
WRFA members are advised to get in touch with the WRFA if 
they are experiencing financial hardship at any time. This will 
be dealt with in confidence.  

Rishi Sunak 

Baroness Altman 



HOW DO YOU SACK A POLICE FIRE & CRIME 
COMMISSIONER OR A POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER? 

A Police Crime and Fire Commissioner in the north of England recently got himself 
into trouble by making crass and insensitive comments about the rape and murder of 
a young woman by a serving member of the Metropolitan Police Force. This was a 
serious enough situation to merit his dismissal but the problem it has uncovered is 
that once elected into office there is no legal mechanism in place to enable a PFCC 
or PCC to be dismissed. They can only be replaced once they have made their own 
decision to resign which then triggers an election to decide their successor. 
 
Philip Allot was the PFCC for North Yorkshire when he made his offensive and 
highly inappropriate remarks in a BBC Radio York broadcast. When the torrent of 
complaints flowed in Mr Allot realised his error and used Twitter to apologise and 
withdraw his comments. This only prompted thousands more vociferous Twitter 
comments condemning Mr Allot.  
 
Faced with the need to sack Mr Allot the Home Office came up against their  
inability to do so. Mr Allot has resigned which provided the Home Office with a 
way out of its dilemma.  As the law stands a holder of the post of PFCC or PCC is in 
an incredibly powerful and influential position but he or she cannot be dismissed 
from office.  
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IS THE FBU LEADERSHIP TRYING TO AVOID  
DISCLOSING ACCOUNTS ? 

A very recently formed splinter group within the FBU has begun to 
campaign for democracy within the union. The leadership of the 
FBU has emphasised the union’s commitment to equality.  
  

A further development in this quarrel is that a member of the FBU 
has exercised his legal right under the Trade Unions and Labour Relations Act to be 
allowed to see the accounts of the FBU.  According to posts published on Face Book 
the FBU is refusing to allow their member to see the accounts unless he agrees to not 
disclosing what he sees. 
 
This has inevitably led to conjecture about what it is in the accounts that the FBU 
leaders do not wish to become public knowledge. It has been alleged that the  
democratically elected London Area Secretary of the FBU was recently removed 
from that post by the FBU leadership because he has spoken out in support of Brexit 
when the FBU has made clear its opposition to Brexit 
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Its been a long while since I read a book that has moved 
me as much as this recently published book has done. My 
respect and admiration for those members of the Armed 
Forces who are thrown into conflict has been increased 
even further by reading this meticulously researched  
account of the battle to capture Mount Longdon during the 
Falklands War in June 1982.  
 
Most of the men involved in the battle were members of 3 
Para but there were members of other units fighting 
with the Paras such as the Royal Engineers. The gunnery expertise of the Royal  
Navy also gets highlighted too.  Most of the British troops engaged in the battle 
were very young, some of them still in their teens. As the advance on Port Stanley 
was made the requirement to capture Mount Longdon was always going to be a very 
costly episode in a war that had already claimed many lives on both sides. The  
Argentine forces holding the mountain had had many weeks to dig in and fortify 
their positions building bunkers and digging trenches amongst the rocks on the 
mountain slopes. The attackers faced heavy machine guns to support rifles plus  
grenades and bombardment from artillery based in the Port Stanley area. The  
Argentine soldiers were also issued with night vision goggles which the Paras 
lacked. In fact, I was appalled to read the way the MoD had equipped our forces 
with second hand and inadequate cold weather gear and helmets with no more  
protection than those worn by cyclists. 
 
The author was a member of 3 Para and he was shot in the head during the battle. He 
survived his injuries but lost an eye. James took years to write the book and his  
research involved conducting nearly 200 interviews with those with whom he 
fought. He even located some of the Argentines who were defeated in the battle and 
so the book tells their story too.  
 
The Paras went into battle with bayonets fixed and much of the killing was done in 
the pitch black and hand-to-hand. I do not recommend this book if you have a  
delicate disposition or are offended by strong language. James tells it using the 
words of many of those who fought and lived. The book stands as a great tribute to 
those who gave their lives.                   John Craig  



LITTLEFIELD HOUSE, MARLBOROUGH COLLEGE 
One of the fires that Marlborough College has suffered caused serious damage  

to Littlefield House in 1964. It happened in holiday time and the pupils and staff 
were away. Peter Mills attended and can recall that the regular water tender at  

Ramsbury was off the run and the replacement was an AFS ‘Green Goddess’. The 
powerful 1,000 gpm pump on this machine did good work when it was set into the 

river and pumped water across a meadow and main road. Pumps supporting the two 
from Marlborough came from Ramsbury, Devizes, Pewsey and Swindon. 
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Photos from the estate of the late  Monica Tovey 





FINAL SALUTE 

ANTHONY ‘GEORGE’ PRATT 
23rd April 1945 : 11th October 2021 

 
Our Association lost another highly valued and respected member with the death on 11th October 
of George Pratt.  George died from a brain tumour. His funeral took place at Malmesbury Abbey 
on 22nd October 2021. 
 
George was born in Malmesbury as the Second World War was drawing to its close. His parents 
kept the fruit and veg shop in The Triangle. George had a lifelong interest in farming and the land. 
On leaving school he attended Lackham Agricultural College to build on his interest in farm  
husbandry. He then worked as a driver salesman that enabled him to attend regularly the cattle 
market in Chippenham which he very much enjoyed.  As a young man, George joined the  
Malmesbury Youth Club and it was there that he met, Sue, the love of his life. They married at 
Malmesbury Abbey on 30th September, 1969. Their only offspring, Caroline, didn’t come along 
until 22nd August 1980 . 
 
As soon as he had turned 18 George applied to be a retained fireman at Malmesbury and he was 
welcomed with open arms. The opportunities this presented to serve the community appealed so 
much to George that he applied and was accepted into the fulltime fire service. He was posted to 
Swindon Fire Station after basic training. George rapidly became a very popular member of his 
watch. WRFA member Len Benwell transferred onto George’s watch from London Fire Brigade 
and he well remembers the kindness shown to him by George as he went through the process of 
adapting to working in a very different Brigade. Many others who had the pleasure and privilege 
of serving at Swindon with George can add to Len’s testimony about George.  
 
Sadly, although he managed to complete 25 years service in Wiltshire Fire Brigade, George began 
to suffer ill health that forced his early retirement.  George then turned to his love of the land and 
by means of a correspondence course he gained qualifications in the keeping of greens used for 
bowls, croquet, cricket and tennis. Wherever there was a blade of grass in the Malmesbury area 
used in pursuance of sporting activity George was the man to call upon to keep the greens and 
pitches in tip-top condition.  George was quite a sportsman in his leisure time. He completed the 
London Marathon in 1982, 1983 and 1984 and the Geneva Marathon in 1983. He also loved to ski 
and went to Murren in Switzerland to hone his skills on snow. These challenging sporting  
activities did, of course. precede his health problems.  
 
The Abbey was packed with mourners for the funeral  with all seats taken and standing room  
allowed at the rear. The beautiful service was conducted by Rev’d Linda Sullivan who knew 
George very well. This showed through in her eulogy which contained her summary of George as 
being “a lovely man”.  None of us who knew him would argue with that. Rest in peace, George 

John Craig  
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FINAL SALUTE 

JOAN BLOCKSIDGE 
It was with much sadness that we learnt of the death of Joan who was one of our 
oldest WRFA members. Joan suffered a stroke in August 2021 and had to go into 
hospital until her death on 19th October 2021. She was 96 years old. In her latter 
years Joan suffered from dementia but those who knew her in her prime recall how 
fun-loving and keen to socialise she was. Joan loved a sing-song although her  
family felt that she sometimes sang a little too loud!  Joan was always one of the 
first to book for a WRFA social event. Joan was the widow of WRFA member Ron 
Blocksidge who passed away in 2004. Soon after his retirement from WFB Ron and 
Joan travelled the world extensively. Sandie Blocksidge, Joan and Ron’s daughter, 
has commented that she could not have wished for better parents and she misses 
them very much indeed. Sandie is not alone in this. Rest in eternal peace Joan and 
Ron.  
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DARRAN GUNTER QFSM 
Although he was not a WRFA member, we were 
nonetheless very saddened by the news that Darran 
Gunter had passed away on 21st October 2021. This 
came as a result of a brain tumour. Darran was 55 
years old. His funeral service was held in Weymouth 
on 19th November. 
 
Darran served in Gwent, West Midlands and Dorset 
before being appointed as the first Chief Fire Officer 
of the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service in 
April 2016. He retired in November 2016. We wish 
him rest in eternal peace.  

DISCLAIMER This magazine is published by the WILTSHIRE RETIRED FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION. Any views and opinions published in it are not 
necessarily shared by the Dorset & Wiltshire Fire & Rescue Service. To contact the editor, please use the contact form on www.wrfa.org.uk 


